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some kind of elementary education was widely
prevalent in the early British period.

"Village schools were scattered over the
country-side in which a rudimentary educa-
tion was given to the children of the trading
classes, the petty landholders, and the well-
to-do cultivators......Seated under a tree

or in the verandah of a hut, the children
learned to trace the letters of the alphabet
with their fingers in the sand, or recite in
monotonous tones their spelling or a multi-
plication table which extends far beyond
the twelve-times-twelve of the English
school-room."1

From the very beginning of the village com-
munity, the school-master had a definite place
assigned to him in the village economy, in the same
manner as the headman, the accountant, the watch-
man, and the artisan. He was paid either by rent-
free lands or by assignments of grain out of the
village harvest.2

1 Imperial* Gazetteer of India.   (The Indian Empire) VoL
IV, pp. 407-8.
2 John Matthai, Village Government in Brjfzsb India* p. 39.